
Vertical Teaming: 
How to use BFW's 
Pre-APⓇ to APⓇ Series 
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● understanding of the ACT, SAT, 
and AP English Language and 
Literature exams

● understanding of college and 
career readiness

● ownership over long-term results
● knowledge of the skills and 

understandings students already 
have

● collaboration
● accountability

Vertical teaming can lead to increased
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Recursive Lessons 
and Scaffolding





Grade 9

Foundations of 
Language & 

Literature

Starting the 
Conversation - Voice, 

Active Listening, 
Academic 

Conversations, Public 
Speaking

Writing

Reading

Using Sources

Grade 10

Advanced Language 
& Literature

Reading the World

Thinking about 
Literature

Thinking about 
Rhetoric and 

Argument

Thinking about 
Synthesis

Grade 11

The Language of 
Composition

Introducing Rhetoric 
Using the Available 

Means

Close Reading: The 
Art and Craft of 

Rhetorical Analysis

Analyzing Arguments: 
from Reading to 

Writing

Synthesizing Sources: 
Entering the 
Conversation

Grade 12

Literature & 
Composition

Literature As 
Conversation: The 

Active Reader

The Big Picture: 
Analyzing Fiction and 

Drama

Close Reading: 
Analyzing Passages of 

Fiction

Close Reading: 
Analyzing Poetry



Reading
Actively

Grade 9

Foundations of 
Language & 

Literature

Introduces 
active reading 
and annotation.

X

● nonfiction 
text

● poem

Grade 10

Advanced 
Language & 

Literature

Frames close 
reading as the 
basis of 
rhetorical 
analysis.

X

● nonfiction 
text

● guiding 
questions for 
close reading

Grade 11

The Language 
of Composition

Establishes 
how close 
reading 
uncovers 
layers and 
levels of 
meaning in 
complex texts.

X

● 2 speeches
● op-ed piece
● essay 

excerpt

● progression 
of close 
reading to 
rhetorical 
analysis to 
writing a 
rhetorical 
analysis 
essay

Progression of 
Close Reading 
and Active 
Reading Skills

Modeling of 
Annotation

Text(s) 
Provided for 
Student 
Practice

Additional 
Support and 
Skills

Grade 12

Literature & 
Composition

Describes the 
cognitive 
processes of 
active reading.

X

● 2 poems
● short story 

excerpt
● novel excerpt

● introduction 
and modeling 
of reading 
journals and 
think-aloud 
dialogues



Grade 9

Foundations of 
Language & 

Literature

● explains the basic 
purpose of a thesis 
statement

● provides examples of 
thesis statements

● provides opportunities 
for students to 
develop thesis 
statements

● reviews elements of 
thesis statements 
throughout the book

Grade 10

Advanced Language 
& Literature

● introduces of the 
nuance of thesis 
statements

● provides examples 
for students to 
evaluate

● discusses the role of a 
writers/speaker’s 
purposes

● walks students 
through choosing key 
rhetorical strategies to 
include

● demonstrates the 
connection between 
purpose and rhetorical 
strategies

● scaffolds ways to 
make thesis 
statements 
increasingly complex

Grade 11

The Language of 
Composition

● introduces the 
elements of explicit 
thesis statements

● differentiates 
between positions 
and opinions

● provides examples of 
close open, and 
counterargument 
thesis statements

● provides prompts for 
which students 
develop thesis 
statements and 
examine their 
effectiveness

● reinforces the role of 
thesis statements

Grade 12

Literature & 
Composition

● focuses on thesis 
statements in literary 
analysis essays

● connects thesis 
statements to 
deconstructing 
prompts

● demonstrates how to 
revise thesis 
statements into 
insightful, concise 
sentences

● provides thesis 
statements for 
students to evaluate 
as summaries or 
interpretations

● connects thesis 
statements to logical 
progression and 
organization

● review elements of 
thesis statements in 
interpretations



● The Language of Composition

● Literature & Composition



● The Language of Composition

● Literature & Composition



● The Language of Composition



● The Language of Composition



● The Language of Composition

● Literature & Composition



● The Language of Composition

● Literature & Composition



● The Language of Composition

● Literature & Composition



● The Language of Composition

● Literature & Composition



● The Language of Composition



● The Language of Composition



● Literature & Composition



● Literature & Composition



Prioritizing Common Vocabulary 
across Standards and Courses

Foundations of Language & Literature

AP Language Terms and Concepts = 54
AP Literature Terms and Concepts = 72

Advanced Language & Literature

AP Language Terms and Concepts = 81
AP Literature Terms and Concepts = 98



Using Online Resources and Tools for Differentiation

LaunchPad < Resources



Using Online Resources and Tools for Differentiation

LaunchPad < Resources < Publisher Provided Questions



Click on OK to Build a New Quiz

Click on Search Questions



Filter Questions by Level of Difficulty and/or Bloom’s Level



Scaffolding and Differentiation:
A Closer Look





Text Sequence for Students at Mastery 
Level:

1) “Music Lessons”

2) from “The Art of Asking”

3) Student’s choice:

a) from “The Best We Could Do”

b) from “What I Talk about When I 
Talk about Running”



Text Sequence for Students at 
Developing Level:

1) “By Any Other Name”

2) from “Yes, Chef”

3) “Music Lessons”



With all texts:

- Vocabulary in Context

- Close reading

- Topics for writing

Whole class discussion of overlap text 
(i.e. “Music Lessons”)



Socratic Seminar on the use of 1st 
person point of view

Students prepare with analysis and textual 
evidence from either  “By Any Other 
Name” or “The Art of Asking” 

If you’ve had students write 1st person 
narratives, they can refer to their own 
stories as well



Whole class

Student choice = 
poetry

Mastery Level

Developing & Proficient Level

Whole class =  
fiction



● Common Skills-Based Chapters and 
Terminology

● Ways to Incorporate New and/or External Texts
● Thematic Units with Anchor Texts 

○ anchor texts can be consistent 
○ individual teachers (and even students) 

can pull in other options
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Contact 
Information

Kate

cordesk@billingsschools.org

Megan

meganteaches@gmail.com

Twitter: @MeganPank
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